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(2)  The Kolkata Municipal Corporafion Act, 1880

Staternerlt Of (a) gmpowergg the_Sl’qte G_Gve}:nmg_r;_t ta Extind the Isers\ces af thEMMur_wic_ipa‘\
. ’ : i ervice Caommission in the Siliguri, Asansal, Durgapur Municipal
OWll FLlll(l GEIIEI ation Carparations far selection of candidates for appaintment.
(BOth Tax & Nor tax) (b} Making pravisions relating ta anti defectian
2 5 2 a B o {c)  Making provisions so that the Municipal Corporation maintain six clearly
Name of M1.1n1c1pal 2000-01 2001-02  2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 named accounts far the purpose of managerment of fund for different
Corporation developmental works

{d}) The word 'Consolidated rate' has been replaced by the ward 'Property
Kolkata M.C. 240.51 28891 340.66 466.88 A7.09 Tax'in order ta clear the confusion in the matter

(e) Fixing percentage of funds received by the Corparation from different
sources which have ta be keptin Salid Waste Account.

Howrah M.C. 1273 13.14 17.78 20.48 17.21 ) )

(f)  Making provisions so that the annual account of a financial yvear is audited
within the end of the next financial year.

(g} Exerpting social welfare hames run by the State Covernment from the
ambit of municipal taxes.

(h) Empowering the Municipal Cormmissioner to cut off ar turn off supply of
water ta @ premises in case the tax or rates in respect of such premises
remains arrear for an year ar more.

i (iy Empowering the Municipal Commissioner to levy fees far drainage and
4.9 Reforms initiative from State Government SEWErAge SErvices
4997  Legisiative (i) Empawering the Municipal Camrmissioner ta levy an the awner ar occupier

of any premises, administrative charges or special cleansing service

To keep pace with the fast change in the sphere of urban management the State chargas for rendering service for disposal af solid waste

Government in this Department has kept a close watch on the statutory provisions and has
made amendments ta these statutes time ta time in arder to update the said statutes, as per (k) Empowering the Municipal Building Tribunal of KMC, if ordered by the

needs of time, from time ta time. The major features of these amendments, made in last five State Government, ta hear and dispase of the appeals in the ather Urban
vears, are as fallaws Lacal Bodies, and far this purpase the Tribunal has been empowered to

constitute separate benches for the purpose

(1) The Wesf Bengal Municipal Acf, 1993

(a) Toreduce the rates of praperty tax in order to pravide relief to the citizens
and alsa to ensure enhancement in the rate of collection thereaf.

(b} Empowering the municipalities to collect special canservancy charges far
praviding municipal services in cannection with remaval of salid waste

{c) Empowering the municipaliies to enter into joint venture, with the appraval
of the State Government, in arder to open new avenue far generation of
financial resources of the municipalities without taxing the citizens.

(d) E<empting the Government ar Government aided educational institutions
fromthe purview of municipal taxes.

(e} Exempting the buildings having annual valuation less than Rs. 500 from
the purview of municipal taxes, in order to provide relief to the poarer
section of the citizens.

(f)  Making provisions far treating each apartment, in an apartment house,
as separate holdings for the purpose of impasition of property tax.

1
&3]
[

% 35.97
-71 5 28.41

(g) Insertion of the pravision of self-assessment of praperty in order to enahle ]- 95 ]-
the citizens to assess the valuation of their property themselves. 1 96 1

(h) Making necessary provisions so that the Municipal Autharity, with the

il Lo i ot 1971-81  »»  31.73

(i Making clear provision so that the Municipaliies can impose levy on water 1981 - 91 355 29.49
charges far supply of water for bath damestic and nan-damestic purpases

Adminisirative Reporl (i} Making necessary pravision for prevention of mosquito breeding 1991 - 01 »» 20.20
of (k) Making pravisions to declare the members, officers and emplayees public

Municipal Affaizs D servants under section 21 of the Indian Penal Code
UmIcIp as epartmenl (I} Empowering the State Gavernment to place the services of the officers
2001-2005 and employees at the disposal of the municipalities.
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Apart fromthe ahave the State Gavernment has already processed Amendment Bill
ta incarparate pravisions far Unit Area Based Valuation of properties in KMC areas. The new
systern has been proposed in arder to bring a cormplete clarity in the manner of assessment
aof properties. The said amendment Bill is under consideration of a Select Cammittee constituted
hy the West Bengal Legislative Assemhly (WBLA).

(3)  The Howrah Municipal Corporation Act, 1980
(a) Defining the term 'Praperty Tax' in order to bring clarity in the matter.

(b} Making provisian to reduce the existing maximum limit of impasition of
praperty tax fromthe existing rate of 40 percentto 30 percent of the annual
walue of land and building in arder to ensure enhancement of the rate of
callection of such tax

{c) Allowing the haldings, exclusively used for public charity or medical relief
ar imparting education exemption, fram property tax.

(d) Empowering the Corparation to reduce property tax in case af hardship
af any of the citizens.

(e} Allowing rermission of praperty tax to the haldings, which are lying vacant
ar unproductive

(f)  Allowing exemption of property tax ta the holdings having an annual value
aof less than rupees five hundred in order to provide with financial relief
to the poarer section of citizens.

(g) Making clear pravision stipulating the modalities of determination of Annual
Walue of a holding within a municipal area

(h) Ensuring valuation of properties within a municipal area in an interval of
five years in place of existing six years.

(4)  The Wesf Bengal Municipal Elections Act, 1984

(i} Making the pravisions of section 16 clear to make clear statutory provisian
far dividing the electoral rolls of 2 Municipality inta wards

() Making clear pravision for adoptian of Assembly Electoral Rall far the
purpose of municipal election, and also to clarify that in case of such
adaption preparation of separate electaral rall is not necessary.

(k) Making the State Election Cornmission the competent authority to declare
the elections of a person, having statutory disgualifications, void.

() Making provision of at least ten propasers, wha are the electars of the
constituency concerned, mandatory for filing namination by anindependent
candidate.

{m) Fixing the rates of depasits in case of general candidates to Rs. 500/-,
and in the case of Scheduled Caste, ar Scheduled Tribe ar wamen
candidates to Rs. 250/

{n) Making pravision for adapting the procedure of publication of the names
aof the contesting candidates as per the procedures followed by the Election
Cammission of India

(5)  The\Aest Bengal Municipal Corporation Bill, 2003

In order to bring the present Municipal Corporations (excepting Kalkata and Howrah
M unicipal Carparations) and fixing clear criteria for creation of all future Municipal Corporations
inthis State @ comprehensive |egislation namely the We st Bengal Municipal Carpaoration Bill,
2003 was maved in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. A select Cammittee, canstituted by
the WEBLA, examined the Bill. The Bill, with the recornmendatians of the Select Cammittee, was
passed by the WEBLA, and thereafter was referred to the Government of India for obtaining
assent of the President of India. Recently the Ministry of Hame Affairs, GOl has sent hack the
Bill with the directions to make some changes in the Bill. Accordingly the amendment has been
drafted, and after the amendments are passed by the WELA the Eill shall again be referred to
the Gavernment af India far taking assent of the President

(8)  Rules and Regulations

To streamline the municipal administration, it has heen felt necessary to frame different
rules under the Vst Bengal Municipal Act, 1993 and on the other Acts.

The rules thase have heen framed are

(a) TheWest Bengal Municipal (Employee's Death-cum-Retirerment Benefits) Rules,
2003 has been made in arder ta pravide clear guideline about the death-curre
retirement benefits of the municipal emplayees

() The West Bengal Municipal (Duties and Respansibilities of Executive Officers)
Rules, 2003 has been framed in order ta clearly delineate the duties and
respansihilities of the Executive Officers of the Municipalities

{c) TheWest Bengal Municipal (Ward Committee) Rules, 2001 has been made and
later amended in arder to ensure peaples participation in the municipal
administration

(d} The Kalkata Municipal Carparation {Ward Cammittee} Rules, 2005 has been
made in arder ta ensure people's participation in the Carporation administration

(e} Amendments to the Kolkata Municipal Corporation Building Rules, 1990
(f) TheWest Bengal Waluation Baard Emplayee's {(Recruitment) Rules, 2004

Apart fram the above, the fallowing rules have been made or are being processed for
finalization

1

The West Bengal Municipal Employee's (Recruitment) Rules.
2) Service Rules far Municipal Employees.

3

(
(
(3) Classification, Contral and Appeal Rules far the Municipal Employees.

(4} Amendment to the YWwest Bengal Municipal (Procedure and Canduct of Business)
Rules, 1995

(5) The Kalkata Municipal Corparation (Building) Rules, 2005.
(6) TheWest Bengal Municipal (Building) Rules, 2005
482  Constiution of new ULBs

To keep pace with rapid urbanisation, 4 new municipalities viz. Malhati, Panskura,
Dhupguri, Dalkhala have heen constituted during the last five yvears.

483  Implementation of the 74th Constifutional Amendment Aci, 7992 inihis Stale -

Enactrment of the Caonstitution {74th Amendment) Act, 1992 is a land mark in the
process of demacratic decentralization in the urhan spheres in the country. Besides conferring
a constitutional status an the urban lacal badies, this Act seeks ta empower thermn to function
as real autanamous grass roat level local self gavernment for averall impravement in the quality
af life of the people in general

In Ve st Bengal almost all the provisions of the Caonstitution (74th Amendment) Act,
1892 except the items relating to constitution of State Election Comrmissian and reservation of
seats in the Municipalities were conceived of and incarporated in the State municipal laws well
hefare enactment of the Caonstitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992, The rmunicipal elections in
this State are being held at regular interval since 1981, The age of the voters in municipal
elections in the State was also reduced fram 21 to 18 as long back as in the year 1978 befare
the General Election to the urban lacal badies, held in the first half in the 1981 Functional and
financial powers and respansibilities were specified in the municipal acts long before the
Canstitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992 came into farce. The State Government alsa thought
aof strengthening the financial capability of urhan local badies as long back as in 1981, Accordingly,
twa M unicipal Finance Commissions were constituted in the year of 1981 and 1990 respectively.
Howiever, keeping in tune with the pravisions of the Constitution (74th Amendment) Act, 1992
the State Gavernment has completed amendments in the relevant pravisions of the State
municipal laws well within the time frame prescribed in the said Constitution Amendment Act
The Metrapalitan Planning Cammittee for Kalkata Metrapalitan Area has been constituted,
which is the first of its kind in the country




